

ADOPTED 4/10/12


Introduced by Council Member Jones and Co-sponsored by 
CM Crescimbeni:
RESOLUTION 2012-210-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JACKSONVILLE ATTORNEYS WILLIAM J. SHEPPARD, LYMAN T. FLETCHER, JACK G. HAND, JR., HENRY LEE ADAMS, JR., AND HUGH CARITHERS FOR FORMING FLORIDA’S FIRST INTEGRATED LAW PRACTICE IN 1972; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
in 1972, five Jacksonville lawyers pioneered the racial integration of the legal profession in Florida against considerable odds, raised eyebrows and admonitions; and

WHEREAS,
mired in tradition and practice, racial segregation permeated venerable institutions: the church, the education community, business, politics and legal circles; and

WHEREAS,
against that backdrop and with an array of obstacles, five Jacksonville lawyers came together and created what is believed to be the first racially integrated law firm in the State of Florida; and
WHEREAS,
Attorney William Sheppard is a graduate of the University of Florida’s Levin College of Law; he specializes in criminal defense and civil rights/first amendment issues; and

WHEREAS,
Attorney Lyman Fletcher earned his law degree as a member of the charter class of Florida State University’s Law School; he is a recipient of the Mary L. Singleton Justice, Peace and Social Harmony Memorial Award; and
WHEREAS,
Attorney Jack Hand is a graduate of Robert E. Lee High School and Davidson College; graduated from the University of Virginia Law School and is the recipient of the Bronze Star for service in Vietnam with the U.S. Army; and
WHEREAS,
Attorney Hugh A. Carithers graduated from Robert E. Lee High School and Washington and Lee University; after service in  Viet Nam with the U.S. Navy, he received his law degree from the University of Florida; he has served as an associate judge on the First District Court of Appeals and in all divisions of the Circuit Court; and

WHEREAS,
Henry Lee Adams, Jr., a product of Blodgett Homes on the Eastside, graduated from Matthew Gilbert High School and Florida A & M University; he received a law degree from Howard University’s School of Law; Governor Bob Graham appointed Adams as a judge of the Fourth Judicial Court in 1979 and in 1993, he was nominated by President Bill Clinton to the United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida where he served until assuming senior status in April 2010
; and

WHEREAS,
the law firm of Sheppard, Fletcher, Hand, Adams & Carithers took on cases that sought to eradicate injustices and discrimination in public housing, employment and police brutality, and two cases resulted in integrating the Jacksonville Fire & Rescue Department and bringing much needed improvements at the Duval County Jail; and
WHEREAS,
 often suffering adversity and social ostracism, these five jurists were eventually accepted and widely respected for the professionalism of their practice and dedication to the causes for which they fought and it is appropriate that we honor and commend them for the history that they made in Jacksonville in 1972; now therefore

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby honor and commend Attorneys William J. Sheppard, Lyman T. Fletcher, and Jack G. Hand, Jr., Judge Henry Lee Adams, Jr., and Judge Hugh A. Carithers for establishing a practice in 1972 that became the first integrated law firm in the State of Florida and extend its best wishes to these jurists for continued successes in the years ahead.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

   /s/ Margaret M. Sidman_______ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division

G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2012\Res\Jones Adams 03 06 12.doc 
2
- 3 -


